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friendship, and betrothed to one of the daughters of the duke and
duchess. "William then informed Harold that king Edward had
promised to make "him his successor to the English crown, and
extorted from his reluctant guest a solemn oath to assist in bring-
ing that purpose to effect.

"When the news of king Edward's death and Harold's assump-
tion of the royal office reached Normandy, William was trans-
ported with rage; especially as Harold had broken his contract to
the little Norman princess, and married Editha, widow of Griffith,
prince of Wales, the sister of the two powerful earls Morcar and
Edwin. These circumstances determined William to invade
England and assert his claims, as the successor to the realm
adopted by king Edward. Previously to his departure to join
his ships and troops assembled at the port of St. Yallery, William
invested Matilda with the regency of Normandy, and associated
their eldest son Robert with her in this dignity.

Matilda, who had prepared an agreeable surprise for her lord,
arrived at St. Yallery in a splendid vessel of war called the Mora,
which she had caused to be built, unknown to him, and magnifi-
cently adorned for his acceptance.

William embarked and led the way over the deep in the Mora,
which by day was distinguished by a blood-red flag, and at night
carried a beacon at her mast head, to guide the other ships.
Rough weather occurred on the voyage, but only, two vessels
were lost. The Norman fleet made the port of Pevensey, on the
coast of Sussex, September 29, 1066. The knights and archers
landed first; last of all came the duke, who, stumbling as he,
leaped to shore, measured his majestic height upon the beach.
" An evil sign is here," exclaimed the superstitious Normans*
But the duke, who in recovering himself had filled his hands with
sand, cried in a cheerful voice, " I have seized England with my
two hands, and that which I have seized I will maintain."
Harold was then at York, rejoicing in the victory he had just
won at Stanford Bridge, where his traitor brother Tostig and the
invading king of Norway, Hardrada, had been defeated and slain.
The new peril that impended over England was announced to
Harold by a Saxon knight, who had ridden night and day to bring
those alai'ming tidings: " The Normans have landed at Hastings
and built up a fort, and they will rend the land from theo and
thine unless thou defend it well."

Harold sent envoys to bribe William to depart, but in vain; so
taking active measures for defence, he inarched rapidly to tho
coast of Sussex, and planted his standard at a spot seven miles
from Hastings called IfoatMeld, the site of tlio town of Battle*